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Our Time Press…

o ...award-winning stories, photographs and features resonate with the
paper’s diverse pass-along readership of more than 175,000 monthly.

o ...distinguished journalists write from an historical perspective, telling
stories ranging from triumph to despair overlooked by general market
media.

o ...distributes throughout Brooklyn, New York. We deliver 20,000 copies to
high traffic areas and centers of influence, including churches,
restaurants, hospitals, community centers, senior centers, supermarkets,
libraries, schools, colleges and universities, banks and other financial
institutions, and five Brooklyn Community Board offices.

o ...readers take the hard copies to their community block association and
social meetings.

o ...is supporting the efforts of more than 50 local and national
organizations who share our missions:  to empower, to educate, to inspire
the community and to explore opportunities to build a more sustainable
future.
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Our People-Focused Columns cover …

o Arts
o Business
o Community Service
o Education
o Environment & Ecology
o Finance
o Government
o Health
o Home & Lifestyles (Special Editions)
o Parenting & Family
o Profiles
o Q&A
o Sports
o Upstate Roundtable
o View From Here
o Youth
o … and more.

Our Time Press covers the stories people want to read, from human interest …
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    A Field of Dreams in Bed-Stuy
Mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, take spring

in stride at Bed Stuy Little League Game
(Our Time Press – May 2011) The first

warm day of spring last week brought out
droves of people to Von King Park’s
playgrounds, benches and grassy areas, but
the center of attraction was the Little
League Field, where the Inner City Sports
Little League had a Minor Division game
between the Diamondbacks and the Giants.
     Here, parents and elder relatives
gathered an all-volunteer effort to support
one of Central Brooklyn’s most
successful programs …

… to hard-hitting exposes of city-wide
impact and universal interest.

(Our Time Press - December 17,  2011)
Rain did not deter 500 “Occupy Our

Homes” protesters who marched the streets
of East New York on Tuesday. The group
took a tour Homes” protesters who marched
the streets of East New York on Tuesday.
The group took a tour of foreclosed homes
in the area and supported one family who
“liberated” a foreclosed home on Vermont
Avenue. Chants ranged from, “All day, all
week, Occupy East New York,” “We are the
99%,” “the people united will never be
defeated,” “Banks got bailed out, we got sold
out,” “get up, get down, there’s revolution in
this town.”
The crowd flowed from the sidewalks to the streets, at times blocking traffic. As the drivers drove by,
they honked in solidarity. Inspector Jeffrey Maddrey, commanding officer of the 75th Precinct, was
there to supervise his officers who were patient and respectful throughout the
entire peaceful march.

Our Time Press highlights unrecognized heroes and sheroes …
Last weekend, Parks & Recreation Commissioner Adrian Benepe joined

Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, City Council Member Al Vann,
family members of Buddy Keaton, members of Brooklyn Community Board 8,
kids from Brooklyn Recreation Centers and members of the community to cut
the ribbon on the new $2.8-million Buddy Keaton Field at St. John’s Park and
dedicated the field to beloved Brooklyn figure and Parks employee, James

“Buddy” Keaton.
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… and dig for the core of larger-than-life figures.

Last week we reported that Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., former senior minister of
Riverside Church, has embarked on his next chapter as the Harry Emerson Fosdick
Distinguished Professor of Union Theological Seminary (UTS) and is launching a
national ministry of preaching and spiritual renewal.

Our Time Press spoke with Dr. Forbes about his new mission.
OTP: I see you’ve followed Reverend Fosdick’s dictum of not retiring from

something but retiring to something.
FORBES:  Sir, I think the people fooled me a bit.  They put me on a hydraulic lift,

took off the old threadbare tires, put on new tires, let me down and said, “Roll on
because you’ve been ‘re-tired’.”  So I guess that’s the new meaning of retirement, put
on new tires and roll on a little bit longer.

OTP: And now your new ministry is to counteract  the increasing divisiveness,
intolerance and incivility. What do you see as the root of that and how do you plan to
get at them?

FORBES:  My thinking is that in times of transition, especially if there are traumatic
changes.  It leaves people with a sense of disquietude and insecurity.  And they seek,
usually when it’s really perilous for them to find out who is responsible for making me
so uncomfortable, changing things around or making me feel insecure, and they usually

will reach out for some kind of scapegoat.

Our Time Press is leading other community
media in creating local awareness of
environmental justice and the “Going Green”
historical movements.

APRIL 10-16, 2008VOL 13. NO 14From the Village of Brooklyn, NY

(Brooklyn, NY – April 2008) History was 
made on Saturday, April 5 in North Brook-
lyn's Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, when 
five of the city's top environmentalists 
converged to meet with community leaders 
and residents to share news of, and new 
missions for, strategies to develop a Sustain-
able Future for Central Brooklyn.

The dialogue (“Towards a Sustainable 
Future: Communities Developing Green-
prints for Change”) kicked off Brooklyn's 
first April Earth Month community-spon-
sored environmental awareness initiative, 
Central Brooklyn PROJECT GREEN. 

Conceived by Neighborhood Housing 
Services (NHS)-Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
embraced by Magnolia Tree Earth Center 
and developed by Legacy Ventures, 
PROJECT GREEN is a multimedia collab-
oration between various community groups 
promoting engagement of the total commu-
nity in nature and “green” issues while 
working together to create a sustainable 
future for the community and the youth 
who will lead it. 

NHS-Bedford Stuyvesant chair James 
Durrah said, “In 1990, the United States 
Government began funding (first through 
the Department of Education and now the 
Department of Environmental Protection) 
environmental literacy as a means of letting 
communities know that they had a right to 
know about pollutants, contaminants and 
the actions defined as ‘best practice’ to avoid 
or live with the errors of the past.  Based 
upon a year 2000 report to Congress, the 
efforts of the EPA (Environmental Protec-
tion Agency) have been far too diffuse 
and ineffective and have not produced the 
informed communities as envisioned by the 

legislation,” and therefore it is the commu-
nity’s responsibility to educate ourselves, 
added Durrah.

“With an ice-shelf seven times the size 
of Manhattan threatening to break off in 
Antarctica, Katrina-strength hurricanes said 
to be coming more often, these and other 
indicators of global warming are telling 
us there is something happening which is 
inexorable and will have consequences for 
our children and grandchildren,” said David 
Greaves, Board chair, Magnolia Tree Earth 
Center.

“With this ‘green’ revolution,” says 
Greaves, “instead of being the unpaid fuel 
of human power that the nation ran on 
for 400 years, African-Americans have an 
opportunity for careers, jobs and businesses 
to make our young people aware of a whole 
world of possibilities and be an integral part 
of the revolution.”

Explaining the collaboration between 
Neighborhood Housing Services of Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Magnolia Tree, Durrah, 
recognized the need to address housing 

from a new perspective. Durrah “saw that 
the green housing movement was taking 
root across the country and NHS wanted 
to be more holistic to influence healthy, 
environmental housing.” Durrah says NHS 
“accepted a challenge from NeighborWorks 
America to develop an Earth Day event with 
other organizations in Bed-Stuy.  Partnering 
with businesses, non-profits and schools, 
NHS and Magnolia Tree hope to launch a 
sustainable environmental movement in 
Bed-Stuy.”

The daylong Community-Sponsored 
Environmental Awareness Campaign 
launch was hosted by Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church and covered such topics as Emerg-
ing Solutions to Environmental Concerns, 
Sustainable Economic Opportunities and 
Careers, and How to Prepare Our Children 
for the Future.

The event featured a panel presenta-
tion with four of New York City’s leading 
environmentalists sharing invaluable 
information and new developments as the 
“green movement” evolves. Directed by 

Durrah, and moderated by Greaves, the 
panel included Commissioner Margarita 
Lopez, NYCHA’s environmental coordina-
tor; Carlton A. Brown, COO, Full Spectrum 
of NY; Dr. Reginald Blake, NYC College 
of Technology; and Michael J. Foster, 
Center for Biodiversity and Conservation, 
American Museum of Natural History.  In 
addition, Dwaine Lee of the ground-break-
ing Sustainable South Bronx organization 
provided an expert activist’s perspective on 
the increasing urban pollution.

 Other highlights included an 
insightful “Community Speaks” segment; 
presentations by community organizations, 
agencies and the award-winning Robot-
ics team members from I.S. 21 and P.S. 81 
(see Youth Central, page 10); exhibits and 
displays; and strategic networking sessions.  
A “green-centric” lunch fully sponsored by 
National Grid was prepared by local entre-
preneurs Charlotte Mial (sandwich wraps) 
and Arifu Karenga (Jakada Juice).

 Greaves queried Commissioner 
Lopez on the issues the NYC Housing 
Authority confronts when disposing of 
trash, including recycling of batteries and 
the new energy-efficient mercury-filled 
light bulbs. “This is an example of the kind 
of thing that we have to guard against,” she 
emphasized, holding up a commercial water 
bottle. NYCHA has 178,000 units of housing 
and is implementing a Green Agenda, which 
includes separation of recyclable material, 
garbage disposal and waste management, 
she said. 

City’s Top Environmentalists and Central Brooklyn Earth-
Stewards Launch NHS-Bedford Stuyvesant & Magnolia’s…
NYCHA Commissioner Margarita Lopez, 
City Tech’s Dr. Reginald Blake, 
American Museum of National History’s 
Michael J. Foster, Full Spectrum of New 
York’s Carlton A. Brown, Sustainable 
South Bronx’s Dwaine Lee 
delivered Messages to Community

Project Green

see Project Green on pg. 3

Fox News Caught in 
Lie about Rev. 
Jeremiah 
Wright and 

Sen.Barack 
Obama

  

Our Time Press

  

pg. 3

Toe2Toe
David Ruggles I.S. 258 
Hosts Ballroom Competition

NYCHA Commissioner 
Lopez Set on Clear-
ing Air: ’Sustainable 
Future’ is Up To 
All of Us

Speakers Share 
Knowledge and 
Strategies for 

Sustainable 
Future

PROJECT GREEN Student Perspective 
from OTP Reporter 
Tau Robinson-Farrar

cover
pg. 3

Thanks to City Councilpersons Al Vann and Darlene Mealy, millions of dollars are going into eco-enhancements, renovations or restorations of Central Brooklyn parks such as 
Von King (formerly Tompkins), reported Eric Peterson of NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation at the Community Board 3 April meeting.  The area’s landmark Magnolia grandi-
flora (far left) stands across Lafayette Avenue watching the park life with outstretched leafy arms.  Photo credit: Barry L. Mason for NHS – Bedford Stuyvesant.

Raising Awareness

    Pamela Green         Yonnette Fleming Sen. Kevin Parker
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Our Time Press
The Local Paper with the Global View

APRIL 3-9, 2008VOL 13. NO 13From the Village of Brooklyn, NY
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Community’s First Line of Defense in 
Foreclosure Crisis: Block Associations 
& Houses of Worship
By David Mark Greaves

The federal government gives the investment house Bear Stearns a bailout that’s 
starting at $30 billion, Chairman and  releases tens of billions in credit dollars to 
banks to help them through the housing catastrophe the country is sinking into.  
Horribly, Bear Stearns   Chief Executive James Cayne has seen his holdings reduced 
to his last $64 million worth of stock.

Bedford-Stuyvesant is only two miles 
from Wall Street, but here homeowners 
cannot depend on the government to protect 
them from the risks they’ve been led into by 
the mortgage schemes put in place by the 
very system being bailed out.  In Bed-Stuy 
there are no multi-billion-dollar rescue 
packages and homeowners have to depend 
on their neighbors, walking door-to-door, to 

Jazz Legend Nancy 
Wilson to be honored at 

Bklyn Jazz Festival

Teaching Financial Literacy 
and Entrepreneurship to 
Our Children

A Response from 
Rep. Yvette D. Clarke

see CBC on pg. 12

alert them to financial problems occurring 
in addition to subprime foreclosures: tax 
liens and water liens on property that will 
also lead down that  foreclosure road.

 “There are 1,317 names on the list of liens 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant,” said Renee Turner-
Gregory, President of the Brownstoners of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, and it was again time 
for the Brownstoners to knock on doors. Ms. 
Gregory was speaking at a meeting of Block 

Association presidents, pastors and Imams 
at a meeting called together by Commu-
nity Board President Brenda Fryson and 
the Community Board Civic Committee, to 
spread the word on their blocks and in their 
congregations about help that’s available 
in the lien crisis. “Starting about 6-7 years 
ago, the Brownstoners began going out and 
informing their neighbors that their names 
were on the list.”  Ms. Gregory says the 
group fields some 200 volunteers in their 
now-annual, door-to-door effort.  

Tammi Aikens of Bridge Street Devel-
opment Corporation told the assembled 
community leaders that on April 23rd the 
Departments of Finance and of Environ-
mental Protection will be at Boys & Girls 
High School.  

see FORECLOSURE on pg. 8

see ORATORY on pg. 3

By David Mark Greaves
It is said that public speaking is one 

of the greatest fears of most people and 
it certainly is one of mine, so it was with 
admiration that we watched oratorical 
contest winners from thirty elementary and 
secondary schools, future Barack Obama’s 
and Condoleezza Rice’s, speak at the 2nd 
Annual Oratorical Contest at the Billie 
Holiday Theater at Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration.

Newly-named New York State Regent Dr. 
Lester Young acted as host, while fellow 
volunteers, former principals Michelle 

Weeks, Viola Abbot with Deborah Wright in 
coordinating the stage and the contestants.

Beginning the competition, Ms. Wright 
said that oration has played an important 
role in the history and culture of African 
people.  “Our African ancestors believed in 
“‘Nama’, the power of the word.” For more 
than three centuries, Africans in the United 
States have used Nama to express concern 
of the many challenges that confronted 
the oppressed: freedom, justice and equal 
opportunity.”     

The Power of the Word

The technological advances of the 21st 
century have enabled an increase in our 
ability to obtain and share information. 
Often, average citizens are prompted by 
major media agencies to report “break-
ing news” via cell phone photos and text 
messages and e-mail news stations with 
“up-to-the-minute” updates of events 
unfolding in their neighborhoods. 

The Shortcomings 
of the CBC

Oratory Contest Brings 
    out the Best

From left to right: Jason Abreu-PS 307-grade 
5- 3rd place elementary winner, Isaiah Frec-
tion-MS 117-grade 8-1st place middle school 
winner, Ariel Hunt-MS 266-grade 7- 2nd place 
middle school winner, Anastasia Southerland-
MS 301-grade 7- 3rd place middle school 
winner.  Photo/Mark Stewart

…the contests 
“provide a forum for our 
children to use the power 

of the spoken word, to 
express themselves with 

poise, dignity, confidence 
and action.”  

Legacies of Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr.
and Toussaint 
L'Ouverture 
Celebrated
by Black World
Institute pg. 11

pg. 11

pg. 10

2008 April Earth Month
Central Brooklyn
Project Green
Saturday, April 5 ...
NYCHA Commissioner
Margarita Lopez to
Join Project Green 
Environmental
Leaders at Project Green

Michael J. Fost            Carlton Brown
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Our Time Press listens to the community pulse and tells the stories that
affect people’s welfare …

… and wellbeing.

Exclusive Our Time Press Event

People’s Convention initiated by Our Time Press in 2002.



DBG MEDIA Publishers  of  Our Time Press  718-599-6828  e-mail: dbgmedia@ourtimepress.com

Readership Demographics
Our Time Press is primarily distributed in Kings County New York where the 850,000 African-
American and Caribbean residents would comprise the 11th largest city in the United States.

A reader survey conducted by Our Time Press provided the following information about our
readers.  Our predominantly African-American & Caribbean readership

•   80%   African-American and Caribbean,  20% white

•   60%  Female

•   Average household income  $38,000+

• 32% have completed college

• 76% have completed high school

• 85% are 25 years of age or older

• 30% own their own home or apartment

Circulation:  Printing 20,000

Distribution Breakdown by Zip Codes:
11201 - 1,200
11205 - 1,000
11207 - 1,200
11208 - 1,500
11212 1,700
11213 - 3,000
11216 - 2,200
11217 - 1,500
11221 - 1,500
11225 - 1,500
11233 - 2,200
11238 - 1,500

Newspapers deliver.
71% of adults (165.6 million adults) read newspapers
85% of adults with advanced degrees read newspapers
85% of women in professional occupations read
newspapers
80% of households earning $100,000 or more, read
newspapers
Newspapers deliver the strongest audience; an audience
that always includes the most powerful consumers, the
most educated citizens, and the most involved business
and government leaders.
(New York Press Service)
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Corporate Advertisers
(Partial Listing)

Amalgamated Bank
Amtrak

Brooklyn Co-op Federal Credit Union
Con Edison

Empire State College
Forest City Ratner Corp.

HSBC
Interfaith Hospital

Microsoft
National Grid
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Consistent Small Business Advertisers from 1996
until now, include...

Clinton Hill Dentistry

Anyhouse Exterminating

Bedford Stuyvesant Family Health Center, Inc.

Int’l African Arts Festival (Seasonal)

Flowerworks Flower Shop

Brownstoners of Bedford- Stuyvesant

Little Sun People

ERA-Petkoff Real Estate

Community Partnerships

Bedford-Stuyvesant Family Health Center, Inc.

Bedford-Stuyvesant Real Estate Board

Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation

Bedford-Stuyvesant YMCA

Black Veterans for Social Justice

Bridge Street Development Corporation

Brooklyn Community Board 3

Magnolia Tree Earth Center of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Inc.
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Note from Publishers:
o Our Time Press publishes every Thursday.
o Reservation for Display Advertising must be received by the Friday before publication.
o Display Advertising must be received by the Monday before publication.
o All Rates are Net.
o Checks are payable to:  DBG MEDIA

Mechanical Information (inches):
No. of Columns: 4
Page Depth 14-3/4"
Line Screen 85
1 Col: 2-3/8"
2 Col: 5"
3 Col: 7-3/8
4 Col: 10"

For more information, contact:

DBG MEDIA
Publishing /Advertising contact:

David Mark Greaves
Publisher

OUR TIME PRESS
Phone: 718-599-6828

e-mail: dbgmedia@ourtimepress.com

Marketing contact:
Bernice Elizabeth Green

Strategic Outreach
LEGACY VENTURES

Phone: 917-860-8363
Fax: 718-599-6825

e-mail: bgreen2075@aol.com

Special Markets
Dianne Cooper
917-548-5568

diannecooper@verizon.net

Editorial and Business Office:
358 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11238

Tel: 718-599-6828
www.ourtimepress.com

email: dbgmedia@ourtimepress.com


